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ABSTRACT : 

PURPOSE: To make it possible to perform a washing in 
response to the quantity of a detergent or the degree of 

contamination by a method wherein the turbidity of a washing 
water in the washing vessel at an initial period of a washing 
process is detected, and the concentration of a detergent is 
judged by the detected turbidity, and a washing period of 
time to correspond to the concentration is set. 

CONSTITUTION: A turbidity sensor 10 to detect the 
turbidity of a washing water in a washing vessel 3 is 
arranged on a water draining case 7. The turbidity sensor 10 
is constituted of a light emitting element and light 
receiving element, and the detected turbidity is input in a 
microcomputer. For the detected value by the turbidity sensor 
10, a value for which a detergent and contamination which 
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comes out from the laundry are added with the lapse of time 
is detected, and the turbidity changes time to time. That is, 
the concentration of a detergent is judged by the turbidity 
when a washing is started, and a washing period of time which 
is suitable for the concentration of the detergent is 
determined, and the washing is started. Then, the degree of 
contamination is judged by the detected turbidity after each 
specified period of time passes (e.g. Imin) , and the washing 
period of time is corrected in response to the contamination. 
That is, the higher that turbidity is, the longer the washing 
period of time is set for the correction. 
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